AP Computer Science Principles Syllabus and Policies
Mr. Cohen ~ bcohen3@bcps.org ~ (443) 809-3608

Course Overview
AP Computer Science Principles is designed to imbue in students an appreciation for the ways in which computing innovations impact our daily lives, for better and for worse, and allow them to develop and hone their computational thinking skills. This course utilizes the “CS50” curriculum developed by Harvard, which may be viewed in its entirety at http://ap.cs50.school and has been approved by the College Board. The AP exam will take place on Monday, May 9, 2022.

Materials Needed
• 3-ring binder with loose-leaf paper
• Writing utensils (pencil preferred)
• There is no textbook, but I will sometimes refer to resources on the Harvard site above.
• A calculator (graphing or four-function) is recommended, but not required.

Grading Policy
• Quarter grades will be determined as follows:
	- Major assignments: 70%
	- Minor assignments: 30%
The “major assignments” category includes, but is not necessarily limited to, tests, quizzes, and practice AP performance tasks.
• In accordance with the THS redo policy, selected minor assignments may be redone at the instructor’s discretion. Any other requests for extra credit or other special consideration when assigning grades, including quiz or test corrections, must regrettably be declined.
• Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated in any form. This includes, but is not limited to, directly copying answers on any assessment, discussing questions and/or answers to a quiz or test with someone who has yet to take it, accessing unauthorized aids during a quiz or test, and using someone else’s work (including Python code) without proper attribution (i.e., plagiarism). Any form of academic dishonesty will be dealt with on a case-by-case basis with consequences to be determined by the instructor, up to and including no credit on the assignment in question. In all cases, the parents and assistant principal(s) of the involved student(s) will be notified.

Homework Policies
• In general, there will not be nightly homework per se; any assignments to be done at home (which will occur predominantly during the programming unit) will be of the longer-term variety, and you will receive 1-2 weeks to complete them.  As such, the ability to manage time appropriately is crucial; how you use it is ultimately up to you.
• As many assignments will be submitted electronically, please see me immediately if you do not have Internet access at home.

Classroom Expectations
• Don’t be afraid to ask questions! Chances are, if you have a question about something, everyone around you is wondering the exact same thing, so don’t be afraid to speak up.
• Acceptable classroom behavior and a minimum “C” average are expected of everyone.
• Cell phones (and all non-BCPS electronic devices, including headphones) must be away in the classroom! To ensure cell phones are not a distraction, students will place their phones in the “cell phone bin” at the beginning of class and will be given time to retrieve phones at the end of class. The “cell phone bin” is located in the back of the room and will be secured by the teacher. In case of an emergency, the teacher will take the bin with students and distribute phones back to students.
• Minor rule infractions will be subject to the following sequence of penalties:
	-First two offenses: Verbal warning
	-Third offense: Lunch detention
	-Fourth offense: 30-minute after-school detention; parents contacted
	-Fifth offense: Office referral
Steps may be skipped based on the severity of the offense(s). Persistent and/or repeated minor offenses may also result in parents being contacted.

Make-up Work
• You are responsible for obtaining missed notes and work following an excused absence from class. Please see me the day you return to discuss a schedule for completing missed work. Notes will be posted to Schoology; just the same, you may find it advantageous to go over missed material outside of class.
• All BCPS and THS policies regarding absences and make-up work apply.

Extra Help
After-school help is available Tuesday-Friday. Calendars will be posted on math teachers’ doors. In addition, I am available most days after school.
